
By Michael Brun
mbrun@rivertowns.net

Start seeing sunflowers.
Travelers passing 

through Minneapolis-St. 
Paul International Air-
port now have the option 
of wearing a lanyard with 
sunflower logos to indi-
cate to airport security and 
others that they have a 
“hidden disability” such as 
vision or hearing impair-
ment, autism, epilepsy or 

post-traumatic stress dis-
order.

MSP is among seven 
other airports in the U.S. 
to join the global Hidden 
Disabilities Sunflower pro-
gram, thanks in part to 
the efforts of the Demen-
tia-Friendly Airports 
Working Group. The Twin 
Cities-area group advo-
cates for policies to make 
air travel more accom-
modating for people with 
dementia and their care-
givers.

Wearing a hidden dis-
abilities sunflower is a way 
for people with disabil-
ities to keep their inde-
pendence, and not a pass 
to skip security lines, said 

Sara Barsel, the group’s 
project leader.

“If I have this symbol on, 
and you understand what 
the symbol means, you may 
be a little bit more civil, 
gentle, patient,” she said.

The group also collab-
orated with the federal 
Transportation Security 
Administration to develop 
a list of best practices for 
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Even during a pandemic art 
can bring people together. 
Currently, three public art 

pieces and events are being 
discussed for the Red Wing Area.

‘Red Wing Hope’
The Artistic Response Team of 

Red Wing was created to serve 
the community and aid local 

artists during 
the pandemic. It 
comprises five 
art groups: the 
Anderson Center, 
ArtReach, Red 
Wing Arts, the 
Sheldon Theatre 

and the Universal Music Center. 
Currently, it is hosting the “Red 
Wing Hope” contest supported by 
the Red Wing Credit Union.

“The idea of why we’re 
mentioning it now is that the 
idea is that Red Wing Credit 
Union might be interested in 
seeing one of these images, 
developed into a public art piece 
next year sometime. You know, 
maybe that’s something small, 
something temporary, something 
large, something off the beaten 
path, whatever,” Arts and Culture 
Commission member Adam Wiltgen 
said of the contest,

Residents can now vote for their 
favorite submission at tinyurl.com/
RedWingHope, or in person at the 
Anderson Center.

Prairie Island Indian 
Community mural

Arts and Culture Commission 
Chair Brian Peterson said on 
Thursday that he has been working 
with a small group of residents of 

Prairie Island who are interested 
in finding a way to represent more 
of Prairie Island in the Red Wing 
community. The current idea is to 
create a mural downtown.

This project is in the early stages, 
but Peterson said one possible place 
for the mural could be a city owned 
building on Third Street. Peterson 
added, “It’s kind of a concept right 
now so the main thing they want 
local artists involved, but just how 
this all comes together – if it’s 
done through a commission or a 
request – or how it’s all going to 
come together still needs to be 
thought through.”

Anderson Center residency
The Anderson Center received a 

grant on Wednesday for a public 
artists residency in May. The 
organization will put out a call 
to Minnesota artists to join the 
month-long residency.

Wiltgen said, “The idea is not 
that a public art piece will come 
out of that project, per se, but that 
they would engage the community 
and get ideas and do all the 
groundwork that maybe could lead 
to a long term relationship where 
public art could come down the 
pipeline.”

PROMOTING PUBLIC 
ART IN A PANDEMIC

A more accommodating airport experience
Minnesota 
group making 
it happen
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2021 budget, levy 
pass unanimously

By Rachel Fergus
rfergus@rivertowns.net
RED WING — The City 

Council approved the 
proposed 2021 levy and 
budget during a special 
meeting on Monday.

The levy was set at 
$22,863,588. This is 
a $795,255 or 3.36% 
decrease from the pre-
liminary property tax 
levy, which was adopted 
on Tuesday, Sept. 8. The 

2021 property tax levy 
is also down $500,000 
or 2.14% from 2020’s 
property tax levy of 
$23,363,588.

The city’s 2021 expen-
ditures budget was set 
at $90,154,135. This is 
an increase of about $3.7 
million from 2020.

Both the levy and the 
budget passed unani-
mously. This is unique 

RED WING CITY COUNCIL

BUDGET: Page 3



for this council. When 
voting on the 2018, 2019 
and 2020 budgets and lev-
ies, council members were 
split. The 2018 budget 
and 2019 levy both barely 
passed with votes of 4-3.

Council member John 
Becker voted in favor of 
the 2021 levy, his first 
time doing so during his 
four-year term. He said on 
Monday, “Staff did a good 
job, it was a tough ask and 
they delivered. It was a 
complex year, no question 
about it. I’m going to sup-
port this, this is uncharac-
teristic of my past history, 
I understand that, but I do 
it out of appreciation for 
how hard staff worked on 
this.”

Council member Evan 
Brown noted, “We worked 
through the budget meet-
ings to get a flat levy and 
we’re even below that. 
So, I think that says a 
lot about where we are at 
right now.”

While discussing the 
levy and budget for next 
year, council members 
were aware of the possi-
ble challenges that the city 
may face when drafting 
the 2022 levy and budget 
due to the impacts from 
COVID-19.

Council member Becky 
Norton stated: “I think 
next year possibly pres-
ents extra challenges and 
I think this is a really good 
balance.”

She added that the 
council and staff worked 
to minimize the money 
taken out of the general 
fund in 2021.

disabilities sunflower lan-
yard, which are available 
for free at MSP pre-secu-
rity Travelers’ Assistance 
booths.

“Without revealing the 
nature of the disability, 
the sunflower lanyard 
is a simple way to sig-
nal to airport staff that 
someone may need more 
help, more time or more 
patience through certain 
travel processes at the air-
port,” Phil Burke, assis-
tant director of customer 

experience for the Met-
ropolitan Airports Com-
mission, said in a news 
release.

The program started in 
2016 at an airport near 
London before expanding 
to more than two dozen 
airports. The logo also is 
recognized outside of air-
ports in the U.K., such as 
in shops, clinics and sta-
diums.

The program was 
endorsed locally by the 
MSP Travelers with Dis-
abilities Advisory Com-
mittee.

“The Sunflower pro-
gram is a wonderful addi-
tion to MSP’s already stel-
lar lineup of programs that 
increase equitable access 
to the airport for people 
with disabilities,” accord-
ing to committee chair-
man Andrew Palmberg. 
The list includes commu-
nication assistance, relief 
areas for service animals 
and inclusive restroom 
design.

For more information on 
MSP accessibility services, 
visit www.mspairport.
com/airport/accessibility.

screening passengers 
with dementia. The rec-
ommendations were 
shared with TSA agents 
nationwide over two 
weeks in October.

Noise and activity 
around airport security 
can cause increased anx-
iety for people living with 
dementia. The best prac-
tices document advis-
es TSA agents to give 
instructions in a calm 
manner using simple 
words and to avoid sep-
arating individuals from 
their travel companions, 
among other recommen-
dations.

The working group col-
lected first-hand stories 
about travel difficulties 
in a survey conducted 
in 2019. Barsel said the 
best practices document 
also was informed with 
input from John-Rich-
ard Pagan, a Virgina 
man with Lewy Body 
Dementia. An essay he 
wrote — “In the Words 
of an Individual Living 
with Dementia - What 
He Would Like You to 
Know” — was distribut-
ed by TSA as part of the 
October training.

Barsel said the group 
is interested in help-
ing other airports in 
the region implement 
dementia-friendly poli-
cies and broaden adop-
tion of the hidden dis-
abilities sunflower pro-
gram. Those interested 
in championing initia-
tives can contact her at 
DementiaFriendlyAir-
ports@gmail.com using 
the subject lines “hidden 
disability sunflower” or 
“dementia friendly air-
ports.”

Sunflower program
There are no prereq-

uisites or documentation 
required to wear a hidden 
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PIERCE COUNTY WI RECYCLING CENTER
Recycling  Drop Off Hours

• Monday-Friday 6:00 am-4:30 pm
(During the COVID-19 Virus; you must unload your items 

and we accept only cash or check)

• Closed Saturdays Until Further Notice

PROGRAMS AVAILABLE
• 2-Stream Commingle Recycling

• Other Waste Items

• Bulky Waste Items

• Used Clothing & Shoes

• Used Cooking Oil/Grease

• Latex Paint

• Holiday Lights

• Semi-Annual Clean Sweep & 
Pharmaceutical Collection Events

We will be CLOSED
December 24, 2020
December 25, 2020

January 1, 2021

Tire 
Per Ton Increase 

as of January 1, 2021 
will be $290.00

www.RedWingBrewing.com 
Located one block from Hwy. 61, the marina, and Bay Point Park. 

1411 Old West Main St. • 651-327 -2200

Shop Local.  
   Shop Red Wing Brewery

$20.00 
each

Our new Red Wing Brewery knit beanies and 
gaiters will help you to stay warm by  

keeping the cold air out.

Gift Certificates  

are great stocking stuffers.

Red Wing
gaiters will

Gift Certificatees
CROSSWORD ANSWERS
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Today’s

Free Will Donations Accepted.

NEED A SANTA?NEED A SANTA?
(Ken Gadient)  

Call Red Wing Santa Claus Club  
to reserve a time for Pre-Parties! 
Christmas Eve, Christmas Day  

or Family Gatherings! 
We serve the Red Wing Area &  

Surrounding Communities!
CALL THE SANTA LINE 

651-208-3118 
We have been COVID trained.

Open 7 days a week by phone or visit our website.

1-800-488-3332 • www.UffdaShopOnline.com

Fine Scandinavian Gifts
Jewelry •   Crystal •   Sweaters

Home Decor •  Wrought Iron •  Linens
Candles •   Kitchen Items •   Porcelain 

Socks • Hats • Mittens and much more!

Shop From The Comfort of Your Home
Request our catalog, phone & mail orders welcome. Browse our website.

Closed to In-Store Traffic until Further Notice

We Offer Curbside Pickup: Mon-Sat, 10-5 & Sun, 12-4

5th & Bush Street
Red Wing, MN
651-388-4701

HEADQUARTERS!

WE ARE YOUR....
Holiday BakingHoliday Baking

• Festival Pumpkin
• Brach’s Milk Chocolate Stars

Submitted graphic
The Minnesota-based Dementia-Friendly Airports 
Working Group helped bring the Hidden Disabilities 
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UTV fatal accident 
reported

A Cannon Falls man 
died Sunday when his UTV 
rolled on Sunset Trail. The 
Goodhue County Sheriff’s 
Office received a report on 
Dec. 6 of a UTV side-by-
side rollover accident at 
13300 Sunset Trail on the 
Cannon Falls Township/
Vasa Township border. 

Colton M. Tix, 26, Coun-
ty 8 Boulevard, was oper-
ating the UTV at the Sun-
set Trail property when it 
started sliding as he was 
turning. When he tried to 
correct the slide, the UTV 
rolled into a ditch, eject-
ing Tix and pinning him 
underneath the UTV. 

Tix was pronounced 
dead at the scene. 

Also responding to the 
scene were the Cannon 
Falls Fire and Ambulance, 
Mayo One, and the South-
east Regional Medical 
Examiner Office.

A GoFundMe campaign 
has been created in Tix’s 
name. Visit www.gofund-
me.com/f/colton-tix.

One injured  
in collision

HAGER CITY – The Pierce 
County Sheriff’s Office 
responded to a two-vehicle 
crash on State Highway 35 
and 1005th Street at about 
2:30 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 5. 

Mohamed Shambo-
lia, 42, Minneapolis, was 
northbound when Rich-
ard Wadena, 52, Newport, 
Minn., who was south-
bound, crossed the cen-
terline and hit Shambolia’s 
2020 Mazda CX-5. 

Red Wing Ambulance 
Service transported Sham-
bolia to Mayo Clinic Health 
System Red Wing with 
undetermined injuries. A 
passenger in his vehicle, 
Affan Irfan, 36, Lakeville, 
Minn., was not injured. 

Wadena was uninjured in 
the crash and subsequently 
arrested on suspicion of 
operating a motor vehi-
cle while intoxicated, the 
sheriff’s office reported.

The Ellsworth Fire 
Department, Red Wing Fire 
Department and Red Wing 
Ambulance Service assist-
ed at the scene.

Vehicle rolls in 
Trenton ditch

HAGER CITY – A Good-
hue man swerved to miss 
a deer and ended up in a 
ditch Dec. 6, according to 
the Pierce County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Authorities were alleged 
at 5:27 p.m. Sunday of a 
one-vehicle crash on High-
way 63 near 825th Street 
in Trenton Township. Alex 
Weckerling, 25, was oper-
ating a 2000 Dodge Ram 
1500 southbound on High-
way 63 when he swerved 
to miss a deer.  Mr. Weck-
erling lost control of his 
vehicle, entered the west 
ditch and rolled over. He 
was transported to the 
River Falls Area Hospi-
tal and was subsequently 
arrested on suspicion of 
operating a motor vehi-
cle while intoxicated, the 
sheriff said.

The Pierce County Sher-
iff’s Office was assisted on 
scene by Red Wing Ambu-
lance Service.

Anderson awarded 
new contract

RED WING – A split Red 
Wing School Board award-
ed Superintendent Karsten 
Anderson a two-year con-
tract extension. Anderson 
earns $159,420 a year, and 
that salary will remain 
flat for the 2021-2022 and 
2020-2023 school years. 
With benefits, the package 
is $190,000-$200,000. The 
current contract expires 
June 30.

“I could support a one-
year contract,” Board 
member Jim Bryant said. 
He reiterated his position 
that the three new board 
members should be part of 
the decision. 

Board members Holly 
Tauer and Arlen Diercks 
agreed with Bryant.

The motion passed 4-3.


